
4   

Acknowledgments
I wish to thank the following people for their invaluable assistance and advice in 

the completion of this project:  Lydia Agadjanova, Sherri Barnes, Richard Caldwell, 
Mikhail Egorov, Jane Faulkner, Chuck Huber, Ted Kaye, Roman Klimeš, Mary 
Larsgaard, Victor Lomantsov, Janet Martorana, Katia McClain, Larry McLellan, 
John Purcell, Mikhail Revnivtsev, Charles Spain, and Yen Tran. 

Thanks also go out to the employees of BIAR Natsional’naia Simvolika and 
their stores in Moscow (yl. Pervomaiskaia) and St. Petersburg.  Their patience with 
a visiting vexillologist from America trying to buy a collection of flags was essen-
tial to the initiation of this project.  And special thanks to BIAR employee Anton 
Kuprin for recommending a place to buy the flags during my visit to Russia, and 
for helping me to complete the set once I returned home.

Finally, this project would not have been possible without the love and sup-
port of my husband, Michael Platoff.  He accompanied me on two major flag-
shopping excursions in Russia, supported the purchase of many flag books and 
images from Russia, provided feedback throughout the process, and demonstrated 
an amazing amount of patience.

Additional thanks go to the UC Santa Barbara Library, the Vexillological 
Association of the State of Texas (VAST), and Peter Ansoff for generously provid-
ing funding for the addition of color plates to this volume of Raven.

Anne M. Platoff


