
Areal ignment o f p h i l o s o p h i c a l 
thought and thinkers has been 
noticeable fo r some time. The 

Society fo r Phenomenology and M e d i a 
( S P M ) annual conference i n Fre iburg and 
Furtwangen i n February, 2012 gave ample 
evidence o f the shifts i n th inking that are 
taking place internationally. 

Co-sponsored b y the H u s s e r l 
A r c h i v e - F r e i b u r g , the U n i v e r s i t y o f 
F r e i b u r g / A l b e r t - L u d w i g s - U n i v e r s i t a t 
Freiburg, and the Hochschule Furtwangen 
Univers i ty , papers at the conference not 
on ly spanned a wide range o f media , they 
also addressed contemporary issues i n 
cognit ive science, d igi ta l imaging, and 
embodiment , as w e l l as con t inu ing 
research into traditional media questions. 

S P M has become a vanguard vo ice i n 
media studies, mak ing the transition from 
its origins i n phenomenology to tackl ing 
current phi losophical problems and issues 
that arise i n media studies from many 
different angles. 

S P M has always cast a w ide net i n its 
considera t ion o f med ia . Dance , stage 
drama, and other l ive-performance media 
are considered a longside t radi t ional 
media—^medieval manuscr ipts , ear ly 
books , magazines (print med ia , i n 
general), radio, film, silent and " ta lk ie ," 
te levis ion (the m o v i n g image, i n general) 
m e d i c a l i m a g i n i n g , and the Internet 
(websites, blogs, e-mail , Facebook, etc.). 

The Society has i n recent years been 
re invigora ted b y femin i s t and gender 
theories, post-colonial theory, and new 
M a r x i s t approaches i n add i t ion to 
phenomenological perspectives, reception 
theory, and existential theory that have 
been the mainstay o f the Society 's past 
conferences. Flusser, Deleuze , A n t o n i o 
N e g r i , Jud i th But le r , and G a y a t r i 
Chak ravo r ty S p i v a k have taken their 
places a longside H u s s e r l , S te in , 
Heidegger, Sartre, and Merleau-Ponty. 
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